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Despite their usually very large volumes, works by Eckhard Ger-
ber’s Dortmund practice are structurally light and transparent,
precise in their detail, and make an unmistakable impact on the
urban space.

Presenting the new exhibition centre in Karlsruhe, this Opus vol-
ume is devoted to a building complex with all the self-confidence
of a city-within-a-city. Admittedly visitors are not aware of that until
they have passed a breath-taking exhibition loggia whose daring
roof, protruding powerfully along the whole length of the building,
attracts attention even from a distance.

From here onwards, visitors can enjoy well-nigh boundless views
of the central orientation and action space, a »green axis« next to
it, and two exhibition halls to both the left and the right of it. Trans-
parent glazed corridors connect the different parts of the building.
All four of the 160 m long and 80 m wide halls are freely spanned
by airy, arched timber structures, with hour-glass daylight apertures
introduced at intervals transversely to the length of the hall. In three
of the halls the undersides of the arch structures are presented as
smooth timber shells, but in the fourth the supporting structure,
also made of wood, is conceived as a »diamond truss«. For this, a
complex system of continuous diagonal timber arches placed one
above the other was developed, guaranteeing greater load-bear-
ing capacity. This meant that the hall’s particular use as a »multi-
functional arena« was taken into account structurally, as well as in
terms of formal aesthetics.

The basic concept, tailored to the urban landscape, the func-
tional ground-plan arrangement, the unusually subtle use of struc-
tures and materials for a large building of this kind, and not least
the high design quality of all structural parts will certainly mean a
high level of acceptance and a long future for the Neue Messe in
Karlsruhe.

Frank R. Werner was professor of history and theory of architec-
ture at the Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Kinste Stuttgart
from 1990 to 1993, since 1993 he has been director of the Institut
fur Architekturgeschichte und Architekturtheorie at the Bergische
Universitat in Wuppertal. He studied painting, architecture and
architectural history in Mainz, Hanover and Stuttgart. Hans Jirgen
Landes studied at the Fachhochschule Dortmund. He lives in Dort-
mund as a free-lance photographer.
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Despite their usualy very large volumes, works by
Eckhard Gerber's Dortmund practice are structural-
Iy light and transparent, precise in their detail, and
make an unmistakable impact on the urban space.

Presenting the new exhibition centre in Karlsrune,
this Opus volume s devoted to a buiding complex
with all the seff-confidence of a city-within-a-city.
Admittedly visitors are not aware of that until they
have passed a breath-taking exhibition loggia whose
daring roof, protruding powerfully along the whole
length of the building, attracts attention even from
adistance.

From here onwards, visitors can enjoy well-nigh
boundless views of the central orientation and action

e, a green axis« next to it, and two exhibition
hals to both the left and the right of it. Transparent
glazed corridors connect the different parts of the
building. Al four of the 160 m long and 80 m wide
hals are freely spanned by aiy, arched timber struc-
tures, with hour-glass daylight apertures introduced at
intervals transversely to the length of the hall In three
of the hals the undersides of the arch structures are
presented as smooth timber shells, but in the fourth
the supporting structure, also made of wood, is con-
ceived as a ~diamond truss. For this, a complex sys-
tem of continuous diagonal timber arches placed one
above the other was developed, guaranteeing greater
load-bearing capacity. This meant that the hall’s par-
ticular use as a »mult-functional arenas was taken
into account structurally, as well as i terms of formal
aesthetics

The basic concept, tailored to the urban land-
scape, the functional ground-plan arrangement, the
unusually subtle use of structures and materials for a
alarge building of this kind, and not least the high de-
sign quality of all structural parts will certainly mean
a high level of acceptance and a long future for the
Neue Messe in Karlsruhe.

Frank R. Werner studied painting, architecture and
architectural history in Mainz, Hanover and Stuttgart,
He was professor of history and theory of architec-
ture at the Staatliche Akademie der Biidenden Kinste
Stuttgart from 1990 to 1993, since 1993 he has been
director of the Institut fir Architekturgeschichte und
Architekturtheorie at the Bergische Universitat in
Wuppertal. Hans Jirgen Landes studied at the Fach-
hochschule Dortmund. He lives in Dortmund as a
free-lance photographer.
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Gerber Architekten
Messe Karlsruhe

Die Arbeiten des Dortmunder Biros von Eckhard
Gerber zeichnen sich trotz ihrer zumeist groBien Vo-
lumina allesamt durch konstruktive Leichtigkeit und
Transparenz, Prézision im Detail sowie eine unver-
wechselbare Signifikanz im Stadraum aus.

Mit der Vorstellung des neuen Messe-Areals in

einer Kieinen Stadt-in-der-Stadt auftrtt, Diese er-
schlieft sich dem Besucher freich erst nach Passie-
en einer atemberaubenden Messeloggia, die mit in-
rem waghalsigen, tiber die volle Gebaudelange kr-
Y auskcagenden Fugdsch beeits von welem auf
sich aufmerksam mach

Vo e v erfinen sch cen Besuchern scier
schrankenlose Einsichten in den zentralen Orientie-
rungs- und Aktionsraum, in eine daran anschiieBende
~griine Achse« sowie in jeweils zwei Messehallen links
und rechts davon. Transparent verglaste Génge ver-
binden die unterschiediichen Bauteile miteinander. Alle
vier der 160 m langen und 80 m breiten Hallen wer-
den von luftigen Holzkonstruktionen in Bogenform
frei iberspannt. Dabei wurden quer zur Hallenldnge
immer wieder taillenférmige Tageslichtiugen eingefligt
Wahrend sich in drei der Hallen die Untersichten der
Bogenkonstruktionen als glatte hélzerne Schalen pré-
sentieren, wurde das gleichfalls hdizerne Tragwerk der
vierten als »Rautenfachwerk« konzipiert. Dabei wurde
speziel fir Karlsruhe ein komplexes System diagonal
durchlaufender, ibereinander liegender Bogen aus
Holz entwickett, die eine héhere Belastbarkeit garan-
tieren. Damit wurde sowohl in konstrukiver als auch
formalasthetischer Hinsicht der Sondemutzung dieser
Halle als »Multfunktionsarena« Rechnung getragen.

Die stadtlandschaftich angelegte Grundkonzep-
tion, die funktionale GrundriBanordnung, der bei
nem Grobauwerk diesen Genres ungewdhnlich sub-
tile Einsatz von Konstruktionen und Materialien und
nicht zuletzt die hohe Gestaltqualitét aller Bauteile
werden der Neuen Messe in Karlsruhe sicherlich eine
hohe Akzeptanz und eine nachhaltige Zukunft be-
scheren

Frank R. Werner studierte Malerei, Architektur
und Architekturgeschichte in Mainz, Hannover und
Stuttgart. Von 1990 bis 1993 war er Inhaber des
Lehrstuhls fur Architekturgeschichte und Architektur-
theorie an der Staatlichen Akadeie der Bidenden
Kiinste Stuttgart, seit 1998 ist er Direktor des Insti-
tuts fir Architekturgeschichte und Architekturtheorie
an der Bergischen Universitét in Wuppertal. Hans
Jiirgen Landes studierte an der Fachhochschule Dort-
mund. Er lebt als freier Photograph in Dortmund




1. Ansicht des Zentraigebaudes v

1. View of the central buiding from the nortwest.
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2. Gesamtansicht von Stidosten mit dem Eingang Ost
im Zentrum,

2. General view from the southeast with the east en-
trance in the centre.




3. Blick Uber das Dach des stdwestichen Bereichs
des Besucherundgangs. Links die Aktionshalle, rechts
die nordoistichen Schmalseten der beiden stidwest-
lichen Ausstellungshallen.

4. Blick entlang der siidwestichen Schmalseiten der
beiden siidwesiichen Ausstelungshallen

3. View over the roof of the southwestem part of the
visitors' gallery. To the left the hall for special events, to
the right the northeastem short sides of the two south-
westem exhibition halls.

4. View along the southwestem short sides of the two

southwestem exhibiion halls




21. Die nordwestliche Ausstelungshalle in Richtung
Nordosten,

21. The nordwestem exhibition hall towards the north-
east




