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The German Chancellor’s former residential and reception building
in Bonn is one of the German post-war period’s most significant
high-profile buildings. The »Kanzlerbungalow« was built 1963/64.
The idea was Ludwig Erhard’s, and it was planned by Munich archi-
tect Sep Ruf. Along with the buildings by Hans Schwippert, Egon
Eiermann and Gunter Behnisch, it is among the most outstanding
architectural reminders of Bonn’s time as the Federal Republic’s
capital. Situated in the park of Palais Schaumberg close to the
Rhine’s banks, the building could not be seen by the general public
and therefore remained comparatively unknown.

The Kanzlerbungalow combines its function of representing the
state with that of a home. It shows classical modern influences —
primarily that of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe — extending to the con-
temporary Californian »Case Study Houses«. The building speaks
volumes about the early Federal Republic’s sense of its own iden-
tity. The question of how the still young democracy should repre-
sent itself in its architecture after the years of National Socialism
found its answer with a design that combined the need for an ap-
propriate setting for a high public function with an explicit desire to
make use of the tools created by the International Style, rather than
resort to outmoded formal gestures which had additionally been
politically discredited by recent history.

The reaction to Sep Ruf’s building reflects the often undecided
attitude to questions of appropriate state representation of the time.
Much praised by architectural experts, the Kanzlerbungalow did not
appeal to a number of Erhard’s successors. It did however have a
not insignificant influence on West German architects in particular,
in spite of its very specialised function. It is presently undergoing
extensive renovations, and is to be used for exhibitions and other
purposes from 2009 onwards.

Andreas Schatzke is an architectural historian based in Berlin.
His research fields include architecture and urban planning in post-
war Europe and the connections between architecture and politics
in the 20th century. Joagquin Medina Warmburg teaches history of
construction at the Technische Universitat Kaiserslautern. His previ-
ous work has focused on analyzing phenomena of international cul-
tural exchange in architecture and urban planning. Paul Swiridoff
(1914-2002) is one of the most renowned photographers of the
early Federal Republic. In 1967 he published Der Bungalow, an il-
lustrated book about Sep Ruf’s building.

We express our thanks to the central archives of Adolf W(rth
GmbH & Co. KG in Kiinzelsau, Germany, who are the owners of
the Swiridoff photos and gave permission to publish a selection
of them in this book.
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The German Chancellor’s former residential and re-
ception building in Bonn, better known as the »Kanz-
lerbungalow« is one of the German post-war period’s
most significant high-profile buildings. The »bungalow«
was built 1963/64. The idea was Ludwig Erhard’s, and
it was planned by Munich architect Sep Ruf. Along
with the buildings by Hans Schwippert, Egon Eiermann
and GuUnter Behnisch, it is among the most outstand-
ing architectural reminders of Bonn’s time as the Fed-
eral Republic’s capital. Situated in the park of Palais
Schaumberg close to the Rhine’s banks, the building
could not be seen by the general public and therefore
remained comparatively unknown.

The Kanzlerbungalow combines its function of rep-
resenting the state with that of a home. It shows clas-
sical modern influences — primarily that of Ludwig Mies
van der Rohe — extending to the contemporary Califor-
nian »Case Study Houses«. The building speaks vol-
umes about the early Federal Republic’s sense of its
own identity. The question of how the still young de-
mocracy should represent itself in its architecture after
the years of National Socialism found its answer with a
design that combined the need for an appropriate set-
ting for a high public function with an explicit desire to
make use of the tools created by the International
Style, rather than resort to outmoded formal gestures
which had additionally been politically discredited by
recent history.

The reaction to Sep Ruf’s building reflects the often
undecided attitude to questions of appropriate state
representation of the time. Much praised by architec-
tural experts, the Kanzlerbungalow did not appeal to a
number of Erhard’s successors. It did however have a
not insignificant influence on West German architects
in particular, in spite of its very specialised function. It is
presently undergoing extensive renovations, and is to
be used for exhibitions and other purposes from 2009
onwards.

Andreas Schatzke is an architectural historian based
in Berlin. His research fields include architecture and
urban planning in post-war Europe and the connec-
tions between architecture and politics in the 20th cen-
tury. Joaquin Medina Warmburg teaches history of
construction at the Technische Universitat Kaisers-
lautern. His previous work has focused on analyzing
phenomena of international cultural exchange in archi-
tecture and urban planning. Paul Swiridoff (1914-2002)
is one of the most renowned photographers of the ear-
ly Federal Republic. Since the 1950s he has made his
name primarily with urban images and portraits. In
1967 he published Der Bungalow, an illustrated book
about Sep Ruf’s building.
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Henry Hobson Richardson, Glessner House,
Chicago
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Rafael Moneo, Audrey Jones Beck Building,
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Schneider + Schumacher, KPMG-Gebaude,
Leipzig
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Arup, Hong Kong Station
Berger + Parkkinen, Die Botschaften der
Nordischen Lénder, Berlin

Nicholas Grimshaw & Partners, Halle 3, Messe
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Sep Ruf
- Kanzlerbungalow
Bonn

Das ehemalige Wohn- und Empfangsgebaude des
Bundeskanz-lers in Bonn, bekannter als »Kanzlerbun-
galows«, gehort zu den be-deutenden Reprasenta-
tionsbauten der deutschen Nachkriegszeit. Auf Initia-
tive Ludwig Erhards entstand der Bungalow 1963/64
nach Planen des Minchener Architekten Sep Ruf.
Neben den Bauten von Hans Schwippert, Egon Eier-
mann und Ginter Behnisch ist er eines der herausra-
genden architektonischen Zeugnisse aus der Zeit
Bonns als Bundeshauptstadt. Nahe dem Rheinufer im
Park des Palais Schaumburg gelegen, blieb das Ge-
b&ude den Blicken der Offentlichkeit entzogen und
deshalb vergleichsweise unbekannt.

Der Kanzlerbungalow verbindet Funktionen staat-
licher Reprasentation mit denen einer privaten Woh-
nung. Er 1&Bt den EinfluB der klassischen Moderne —
vor allem in Gestalt von Ludwig Mies van der Rohe —
bis hin zu den zeitgendssischen kalifornischen »Case
Study Houses« erkennen. Flr das Selbstverstandnis
der frihen Bundesrepublik besitzt der Bau gro3e Aus-
sagekraft. Die Frage, wie sich die noch junge Demo-
kratie nach den Jahren des Nationalsozialismus in ihrer
Architektur manifestieren sollte, fand ihre Antwort in
einem Entwurf, der die Notwendigkeit, eine angemes-
sene Umgebung fur ein hohes &ffentliches Amt zu
schaffen mit dem ausdrtcklichen Willen verband, da-
bei auf die durch die klassische Moderne geschaffenen
Mittel zu setzen, statt auf Gberholte und Uberdies durch
die jungste Vergangenheit auch politisch diskreditierte
formale Gesten zurlickzugreifen.

Die Aufnahme, die Sep Rufs Gebaude fand, spie-
gelt die oftmals unentschiedene Haltung in der Frage
nach angemessener staat-licher Reprasentation jener
Zeit wider. Von Fachleuten vielfach gertihmt, blieb der
Kanzlerbungalow manchen Nachfolgern von Erhard
eher fremd. Trotz seiner sehr speziellen Funktion Ubte
er aber vor allem auf westdeutsche Architekten einen
nicht unerheblichen EinfluB aus. Nach einer umfassen-
den Sanierung dient es in Zukunft unter anderem als
Ausstellungsort.

Andreas Schatzke ist Architekturhistoriker in Berlin.
Zu seinen Forschungsgebieten z&hlen Architektur und
Stadtebau im Nachkriegseuropa und die Beziehungen
zwischen Architektur und Politik im 20. Jahrhundert.
Joaqguin Medina Warmburg lehrt Baugeschichte an der
Technischen Universitat Kaiserslautern. Ein Schwer-
punkt seiner bisherigen Arbeit liegt in der Analyse von
Phanomenen des internationalen Kulturaustauschs auf
den Gebieten der Architektur und des Stadtebaus.
Paul Swiridoff (1914-2002) gehorte zu den renommier-
testen Photographen der frlihen Bundesrepublik. Seit
den 1950er Jahren machte er sich vor allem mit seinen
Stadtebildern und Portrats einen Namen. 1967 verof-
fentlichte er Uber Sep Rufs Bau den Bildband Der Bun-
galow.



14. GroBer Empfangsraum und Musikraum mit Blick auf
den Speiseraum.

15. Speiseraum mit Wandteppich von Woty Werner. Im
Boden die Abdeckung der versenkbaren Wand.

16. Sitzgruppe im groBen Empfangsraum mit dem Gemal-
de Schmiede des Vulkan von Alexander Camaro.

14. Large reception room and music room with view into
the dining room.

15. Dining room with tapestry by Woty Werner. In the floor
the cover of the lowerable wall.

16. Seating in the large reception room with the painting
Schmiede des Vulkan by Alexander Camaro.




17. Blick vom Speiseraum auf den Kaminraum, das Atrium 17, View from the dining room into the fireplace room,

und den groBen Empfangsraum. the patio and the large reception room.

18. Arbeitsraum im Reprasentationsteil. Auf dem Schreib- 18. Office in the representational wing. On the desk the
tisch das Bronzeportrait Ludwig Erhards von Bernhard bronze portrait of Ludwig Erhard by Bernhard Heiliger.
Heiliger.
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19. Ansicht von Stidosten mit den Marmorplastiken Dref
Stelen von Paul Dierkes.

20. Blick zum Rhein mit der Bronzeplastik Groe Mater-

nitas von Fritz Koenig. Im Hintergrund die Aluminiumplas-
tik Figurenbaum von Bernhard Heiliger.

21. Die Marmorplastiken Drei Stelen von Paul Dierkes.
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19. View from the south-east with the marble sculptures
Drei Stelen by Paul Dierkes.

20. View towards the Rnine River with the bronze sculp-
ture GroBe Matemnitas by Fritz Koenig. In the background
the aluminium sculpture Figurenbaum by Bernhard Hei-
liger.

21. The marble sculptures Drei Stelen by Paul Dierkes.
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22. Die Aluminiumplastik Figurenbaum von Bernhard Hel-
liger.
23, 24. Die Bronzeplastik GroBe Maternitas von Fritz Koe-
nig.

22. The aluminium sculpture Figurenbaum by Bernhard
Heiliger.
23, 24. The bronze sculpture Grofie Matemitas by Fritz
Koenig.
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Kanzlerbungalow — ehemaliges Wohn- und
Empfangsgebaude des Bundeskanzlers/Former
residential and reception building for the German
Chancellor

Adenauerallee (ehemals/formerly Koblenzer
Stral3e) 139/141

53113 Bonn

Planungs- und Bauzeit/Planning and construction
period
1963/64

Bauherr/Client
Bundesrepublik Deutschland/Federal Republic of Ger-
many

Planungsleitung/Planning management
Bundesschatzministerium, Bauabteilung/construction
department; Leitung/Director: Johannes Rossig

Bauleitung/Site management
Bundesbaudirektion, AuBenstelle Bonn/Bonn branch
office

Architekt/Architect
Sep Ruf; Mitarbeiter/ Assistant: Hanns Oberberger

Statik/Structural engineering
Georg Lewenton, Ernst Werner

Bauphysikalische Beratung/Structural-physical
consultant
Wilhelm Schaupp





