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Sanjay Patil’s tryst with architecture began in his early childhood

as he soaked up the environs that surrounded him in his birthplace,
Nashik. Moving on to formal education in architecture at the Sir

JJ College of Architecture in Mumbai, Sanjay returned to his home-
town in 1981 to immerse himself into a meaningful and sensitive
architectural practice.

Over the years, Sanjay Patil has received many honours from
the industry and his projects have been widely published in archi-
tectural journals. His greatest reward however continues to be the
appreciation and support of his numerous clients who have played
a vital role in his approach to architecture. His workspace »Environ
Planners« has also evolved into a centre for learning; inspiring, train-
ing and providing roots and wings to budding architects from vari-
ous parts of the country.

»Knowledge sharing is integral to me and has always given me
great pleasure and satisfaction. | have always made a conscious
effort to share with others the little bit that | have learnt through my
work, travel and other hobbies. This book is just an extension of
this love for sharing; a humble effort to document some of my
works across the last three decades and present it to a wider au-
dience. It is an honest endeavour to make the reader a part of the
design process and my passion for my work that is so much a part
of my being.«

The book is an attempt to chronicle the architect’s journey and
delve deeper into his philosophy towards architecture and life, his
love for nature and his commitment to architecture. Our journey
thus encompasses influences from vernacular architecture, his lean-
ing towards sustainable design, response to nature and his diverse
use of courtyards in varying building typologies. It showcases 19
noteworthy projects, which include private residences, restoration
projects, educational institutions, resorts and retreats, office spaces
including his own workspace and farmhouse.

It also includes essays by Christopher Benninger, Anand Mahin-
dra (chairman and managing director, Mahindra Group) and Anu-
rag Kashyap (principal, BNCA College of Architecture, Pune) pro
viding valuable insights and perceptions about Sanjay Patil’s work.

Minaz Ansari is an architect, writer and educator and has worked
in the industry for over a decade in various roles. Over the years Mi
naz Anari has written for various publications including leading news-
papers in the country, architectural journals and other design maga-
zines. She has been studying and analyzing Sanjay Patil's works for
the last two decades as a student, an architect and a writer.
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Left: The lobby and library bathed in diffused light
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BHUJBAL KNOWLEDGE CITY

2007

Above: Vertical louvers in square modules define a vocabulary of design.

The design of an institutional building campus can
have a profound impact on the young minds of
the students who use the facility. The campus of
Bhujbal Knowledge City is one such example of
excellence in structural engineering and the
ability to develop a novel design approach in
order to offset the project time constraints.
Situated on a thirty three acre parcel of land, the
Bhujbal Knowledge City is a stimulating
environment for innovative ideas to be nurtured.

Built on a fast track schedule, the campus reveals
a vocabulary of design that uses modular
planning, scale and height variation to interpret
the needs of the design brief. A massive organic
curve forms the roof of the entrance to the
campus, a suitable metaphor to the vision of the
institute and its goals. A thoughtfully designed
structural system holds up massive spans,
generating rhythm and dynamism. An example of
innovation in engineering, it is meant to serve as
an inspiration to the budding engineers in the
campus. A curved north facing glazed wall bathes
the lobby and the library beyond with diffused
daylight.

Beyond this, the campus is composed of
orthogonal modules spread in a simple grid across
the triangular site. The various departments are
located in these pods each with a central focal
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